16 June 2020

Dear
Thank you for your email of 13 May 2020 to the Ministry of Education requesting the following
information further to our response to your request (OIA: 1225237 refers) relating to allocated
Professional Learning and Development (PLD) hours:
•

“Thanks for sending this through. Please break the information for each section
down by year – apologies that this part of the initial request was unclear.”

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).
In reference to your original request OIA: 1225237, please find below updated tables of the
requested information broken down by year, in the order of your original request.
This data groups hours based on the financial year in which they have been allocated to
schools/kura/Kāhui Ako/clusters as opposed to when the PLD is being delivered and paid for.
Hours allocated in 2016/17 may continue to be delivered through to 2017/18, for example.
The year 2016/17 is the only financial year in which the regional teams had a full yearly budget
from which to allocate. This is why it is the year in which the most hours were allocated (some
of the hours to be delivered in future financial years). The decrease in hours allocated after
this point are partly due to some of the hours to be delivered in that year having already been
allocated in the previous year and partly due to a change in behaviour from the allocation
panels who generally became more inclined to allocate smaller amounts of PLD over shorter
periods of time. Regardless of when the hours are allocated, they are paid for in the financial
year to which the work pertains.
The year 2019/20 had the same budget but the number of hours allocated through this system
is lower as only 2 rounds of allocations were able to be processed before lockdown halted the
process (there are usually 4 rounds per year).
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Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review this
decision. You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the
Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143.

Yours sincerely

Pauline Cleaver
Associate Deputy Secretary
Early Learning and Student Achievement
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