Playgroup Learning Plan
------------------------- Playgroup will endeavour to provide a wide range of experiences in an environment where children will learn through the four Principles of Te Whariki.
Empowerment:  We will try to give the children the power to choose their own learning experiences so that they will learn and grow to see themselves as capable people and confident learners.

Holistic Development: We recognise that young children learn as a whole rather than in separate subjects and that intellectual, physical, social, cultural, emotional and spiritual development are linked and interwoven.

Family and Community: As a community playgroup we are very aware of the learning opportunities that are possible through the involvement of our families and wider community e.g. the local library, park, beach, schools.
Relationships: The children will learn through their relationships with all the parents and children at playgroup.  These relationships will also support the children’s learning as they work with the equipment and experiences provided at playgroup. 

--------------------------------- Playgroup will endeavour to provide opportunities for children to learn in all five essential areas or Strands of development described in Te Whariki.

Well-being: This strand is concerned with nurturing the child’s health, well-being and safety – physical, emotional and spiritual.

We will encourage learning in this Strand by providing: Access (step up) to toilets and hand basin, opportunities to help with food preparation, healthy food and drink, freedom to make choices about what to play with, when to eat, when to join a group activity and to pursue their own interests at playgroup.

Belonging: Children and their families will have a sense of belonging in the Playgroup community.  This includes learning about routines, customs, regular events, the limits and boundaries of acceptable behaviour. 

We will encourage learning in this strand by: Practising positive guidance at playgroup (see guidance policy C2), and by having secure and predictable routines at playgroup and by strengthening learning in the wider community through trips and visits.

Contribution:  Each child has the right to actively participate and contribute to the Playgroup programme.  They learn to get on with others, empathise, take another’s point of view, have conversations and get along with adults and children.  They learn a range of positive social skills and attitudes.
We will encourage learning in this Strand by endeavouring to: Notice the individual children’s particular interests, provide equipment, opportunities and conversation to support these interests e.g. Suzy was spending ages playing in the hand basin so we set up water activities, washing dolls clothes and a tea set with water.  She played with them all morning so next week we can paint the outside of the building with water in buckets and large brushes…

We will also encourage the children to communicate and express a point of view and try to notice and praise behaviour that involves taking responsibility, e.g. a group of children were playing with the dough when another child came to join them.  Jacob cut his dough in two and offered a piece to Sarah.

Communication:  Children need to learn and use all kinds of language; spoken, written and drawn to communicate effectively.  The languages of books, stories mathematics, music, movement and art are also important.

We will encourage learning in this Strand by: Listening and noticing the things the children do and say and by having reciprocal conversations with the children.  We will provide and read a wide range of stories and books.  We will provide opportunities to be creative through art and craft, dress-ups and pretend play and musical games and songs.

Exploration:  Infants, toddlers and young children constantly explore, learn from and make sense of their world through playing and working things out.  The physical body and the mind are the primary focus of learning and development in this strand.

We will encourage learning in this strand by:

Setting up a variety of areas of play that may include:

Family and dramatic play

Creative play e.g. playdough, clay, collage, painting, messy play.

Books and Music

Physically active play

Constructive play e.g. blocks, duplo, train set, carpentry

Exploratory play e.g. science and nature, visits and outings, sand, waterplay

Manipulative play e.g. puzzles, threading, sewing/stitching

Our playgroup plan will be reviewed at the end of each term.  The plan is flexible and therefore may change to encompass the changing interests of the children. 

