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Agenda Assessment for learning and progress in schooling 

1. Draft Cabinet paper on removing National Standards and Ngā 
Whanaketanga Rumaki Māori. 

2. Further advice on the removal of Ngā Whanaketanga Rumaki Māori and 
National Standards.  

3. Timeline and process for developing a new approach based on child 
progress and focussing on key competencies. 

4. Information available for understanding system performance and options 
for extending NMSSA. 

5. Assessment in senior secondary, including next steps for the NCEA 
review. 

Draft Cabinet paper on removing National Standards and Ngā Whanaketanga Rumaki 
Māori 

1. A draft Cabinet paper is attached for your consideration and feedback. This seeks Cabinet 
agreement to a timeline for removing National Standards and Ngā Whanaketanga Rumaki 
Māori. 

2. The paper will be further refined based on discussion at this meeting. Key areas for 
refinement are: 

i) proposals for improving the information available to students, parents and whānau in 
advance of wider engagement during 2018 as part of designing a new approach 

ii) proposals for next steps for developing a new approach  

iii) proposals for addressing information needs at the national level, including the potential 
to explore issues and options with experts and the sector during 2018. 

Further advice on the removal of Ngā Whanaketanga Rumaki Māori and National 
Standards 

3. The attached briefing provides advice on the removal of March 2018 reporting requirements, 
and on guidance to kura and schools on reporting progress to students and parents. It also 
provides additional advice on enhancements to Progress and Consistency Tool (PaCT) and Te 
Waharoa Ararau (TWA). 

4. You have already made some amendments to the National Administration Guidelines to 
support good quality reporting to parents. We would like to discuss with you whether you also 
wish to maintain some of the general requirements from NAG 2A – the need to report in plain 
language twice a year to parents; and/or requiring reporting in the foundational learning 
areas (eg. literacy and numeracy and te reo matatini and pāngarau) 
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focussing on key competencies 

5. We would like to have a discussion with you about the timeline and process for developing a 
new approach, including how we work with experts and stakeholders, including students, 
parents, whānau, iwi and the sector. In particular, we would like to discuss with you how this 
approach might operate across the schooling system, including both primary and secondary 
settings. 

Information available for understanding system performance and opportunities to 
extend National Monitoring Study of Student Achievement   

6. The two attached A3s provide an overview of information available across the system. It 
includes information on opportunities to extend the National Monitoring Study of Student 
Achievement as you have requested. 

7. Discussion with you about these A3s will inform possible material for the Cabinet paper on 
how system performance will be understood once Ngā Whanaketanga Rumaki Māori and 
National Standards are removed. This could include it being a matter for consideration 
alongside the process for developing a new approach based on child progress and focussing 
on key competencies for success in life, learning and work. 

Assessment in senior secondary 

8. The third attached A3 provides a summary of the major challenges facing senior secondary 
education, and we would like to discuss how you want to use priority programmes (including 
the NCEA review, School Leaver’s Toolkit, Te Kotahitanga and the strengthening of subject 
associations and networks) to strengthen senior secondary education and assessment. 

9. We have also established an internal work stream with NZQA to start thinking on the future of 
assessment more generally. We have provided you with an Education Report setting out steps 
to progress the NCEA review, and are in the process of developing a Cabinet paper to seek 
approval for the review’s Terms of Reference. 


